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DETAILED ACTION 
1. Claim 1-20 are pending in this action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC ' 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-11, 13-15, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Palalau (U.S. 6,373,472) in view of 
Brynielson (U.S. 6,556,900). 

Regarding independent claims 1, 3, 9, 11, 21 and 22, and for claim 7, 
Palalau teaches a driver control interface for a vehicle wherein a plurality of 
function that correspond to a plurality of electronic devices (column 1, lines 8-9, 
52-60). 

Furthermore, Palalau teaches a CPU 120 which controls the electronic 
devices (column 6, lines 64 through column 7, line 6, figure 12a at 120). 

Furthermore, Palalau teaches a warning graphic 98 for generating a 
warning graphic for informing an operator of a mistaken action (column 5, lines 
63 through column 6, line 3, figure 3 at 98). 

Furthermore, Palalau teaches how the CPU 120 controls feature switches 
28 and numerous vehicle components such as engine operating information and 
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electronic systems (column 6, line 61 through column 7, line 6, figure 12a at 
120). Also, Palalau teaches how the warning graphic 98 would be displayed for 
a predetermined length of time or until the driver acknowledges having seen the 
warning by feature group switch (column 5, line 63 through column 6, line 3, 
figure 8 at 98). 

However, Palalau does not teach a mistake or error counter for monitoring 
the operation on the feature switches to count and store the number of mistakes 
on each of the feature switches. On the other hand, Brynielson teaches a 
device and a system for diagnosing errors and maintenance of vehicle wherein 
signals are sampled and stored such that a change of the signal in relation to a 
previous signal value is measured , and compared to the value, and if the 
change is greater than the threshold value, increasing the value of the counter 
associated with this threshold value (see Abstract, figures 3, 4, 6, 8; column 1 , 
lines 13-18). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Palalau and Brynielson because Palalau teaches a driver control 
interface for a vehicle wherein a plurality of function that correspond to a 
plurality of electronic devices (column 1 , lines 8-9, 52-60) wherein a warning 
graphic 98 would be displayed for a predetermined length of time or until the 
driver acknowledges having seen the warning by feature group switch (column 
5, line 63 through column 6, line 3, figure 8 at 98), Brynielson teaches a device 
and a system for diagnosing errors and maintenance of vehicle wherein signals 
are sampled and stored such that a change of the signal in relation to a previous 
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signal value is measured, and compared to the value, and if the change is 
greater than the threshold value, increasing the value of the counter associated 
with this threshold value (see Abstract, figures 3, 4, 6; column 1 , lines 13-18). 
The motivation for combining these inventions would have been to provide a 
device and a system for diagnosing errors and maintenance of vehicle (column 
1, lines 13-18). 

Regarding claims 2, 5 and 6, in further discussion of claim 1, Palalau 
teaches how an electronic device selected by a function switch operated in a 
first action would be replaced with another device assigned to another function 
switch (column 6, lines 4-35, figure 9a at 28a-f, 100a-f). 

Regarding claims 10, 13, 14 and 15 in further discussion of claims 9 and 
1 1 , Palalau teaches how the CPU 120 controls feature switches 28 and 
numerous vehicle components such as engine operating information and 
electronic systems (column 6, line 61 through column 7, line 6, figure 12a at 
120). Also, Palalau teaches how the warning graphic 98 would be displayed for 
a predetermined length of time or until the driver acknowledges having seen the 
warning by feature group switch (column 5, line 63 through column 6, line 3, 
figure 8 at 98). 
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Regarding claims 17 and 19, in further discussion of claims 1 and 9, 
Palalau teaches how the warning graphic 98 is an audio output device (column 5, 
lines 63-67, figure 8 at 50, 98). 

4. Claims 4, 8, 12 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Palalau (U.S. 6,373,472) in view of Brynielson (U.S. 
6,556,900), as in claims 1,3,9 and 1 1 above, and further in view of Hermann 
(U.S. 5,270,689). 

Regarding claims 4, 8 and 12, in further discussion of claims 3 and 1 1 , 
the combination of Palalau and Brynielson do not teach a second 
warning/notification signal. On the other hand, Hermann teaches a 
warning/notification aid by means of providing an acoustic voice output such as 
beeping noise to provide a vehicle user with an aid for the selection of the 
correct function group or individual function (column 2, lines 22-28). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary to combine 
Palalau, Brynielson and Hermann inventions because while the combination of 
Palalau and Brynielson teach an error indicator and a warning graphic 98 for 
generating a warning graphic for informing an operator of a mistaken action 
(column 5, lines 63 through column 6, line 3, figure 3 at 98), Hermann teaches a 
warning/notification aid by means of providing an acoustic voice output such as 
beeping noise to provide a vehicle user with an aid for the selection of the 
correct function group or individual function (column 2, lines 22-28). The 
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motivation for combining these inventions would have been not only visual 
support to a user but also hearing support. 

Regarding claims 16, in further discussion of claim 11, Palalau teaches 
how the CPU 120 controls feature switches 28 and numerous vehicle 
components such as engine operating information and electronic systems 
(column 6, line 61 through column 7, line 6, figure 12a at 120). Also, Palalau 
teaches how the warning graphic 98 would be displayed for a predetermined 
length of time or until the driver acknowledges having seen the warning by 
feature group switch (column 5, line 63 through column 6, line 3, figure 8 at 98). 

Regarding claims 18 and 20, in further discussion of claims 4 and 12, 
Palalau teaches how the warning graphic 98 is an audio output device (column 5, 
lines 63-67, figure 8 at 50, 98). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Uchendu O. Anyaso whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-5934. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
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unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Steve Saras, can be reached at (703) 
305-9720. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer 
Service Office whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 

Uchendu O. Anyaso 
2/9/2004 




